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FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT:

Based on our president's request, of which I am one month
late in responding, I would like to submit to you some of my
thoughts on our club and its direction for 1997.

There is no way to look forward without taking a glance at
the past five years of our club's existence. As one of the
founding member of the Skylands BMW Riders, it has been our
objective from the beginning to develop and maintain the highest
level of motorcycling interest among our members. Personally,
through our club, my interest in motorcycling has far exceeded
what I thought would have peaked many years ago. I attribute
this to many of the points listed below.

In looking back at the past five years I view some of the
highlights to be the following:

- Development of life long friendships and the camaraderie of
the members.

- Help our club's membership grow to an all time high.
- Drastically improving my motorcycling skill-set to a level

beyond my wildest expectations.
- Actively participating in events that help the club gain

respect and recognition for community events, i.e.. adopt a
highway, Crohn's & Colitis, etc.

- Guiding my son, who is our youngest member, to enjoy
motorcycling and learn motorcycle safety through methods not
available to most of us when we started riding.

- Membership expanding beyond our home base.
and the list could go on. The club has probably provided me

with an interest to fill a void as I enter the so called "golden
years" of retirement.

1997 is off to one of the fastest starts to date. This is due in
part to the previous officers who built a solid and mature
foundation that today excels in enthusiasm for "our sport" of
motorcycling. Your officers and committees for "97" are in full
swing planning and organizing the various events for this year.
While it is not an event that all members will make, the
upcoming trip to Nova Scotia is the most challenging single
event the club has embarked on. We hope it will be the most
memorable and enjoyable event and is repeated in future years.

My key objective as an officer is to insure we administer the
direction of your club. Just as important to me is the
involvement of other members to share in the responsibilities
and future of our organization. Of course we all have to set our
own personal goals and what we expect from this experience. I
echo Doug's comment "Get involved in your club"

Note: This note was written at 35,000 feet so I don't want
any comments about being lightheaded!

Max Monaco

DAYTONA 1997 - A MEMBER’S
REPORT

Last week I attended the annual mania of Bike Week in
Daytona. The ride was just great, with really nice weather for
this time of year.

Skylands BMW Riders were well represented: Visited with
the Brothers (Al & Dick) at the Space Coast Campgrounds, had
dinner with Max and Jody, and saw Dave Unangst, Dave
Cushing and Matt Fretagne. Also checked out the new BMW of
Daytona dealership.

The BMW participation in Bike Week has come to a
conclusion, however their presence wa quite apparent. A nice day
on Sunday at AMI mingling with the Legends and a BMW tech
inspection of our bikes for the pace lap.

They really do a nice job with the Battle of the Legends. The
pace lap wa a real experience, however there were just too many
bikes on the track. There were a few mishaps during the pace lap,
and a real sad event on Tuesday, which took the life of a Legend
[Roger Reiman was killed in a practice session - ed]. Other races
continued throughout the week, which attracted thousands of
enthusiasts.

On Tuesday it was time tho head north,. Taking Rt 40
across the state was a nice quiet change from the roar of Harleys.
North on I-75 to I-10. The ride west was great, taking Rt 98
along the Gulf Coast was spectacular! The beaches are just
wonderful: “The Most Beautiful in America.”



OTHER CLUBS  (cont’d)
We would like to specially invite all the members of the

other BMW clubs in NJ! There is no entrance fee - we will be
running a 50/50 with the profits going to Ted. He will also be
selling his book and autographed copies will be available.

I've spoken to several people who have been to the
presentation he gives - and the reports were very favorable. He
offered to do a two-night version (he did this in Arizona) - but
given the distance people have to travel to get to the talk, I think
one night will do it.

Hope you can publicize this in your newsletters! Any
questions - let me know. If you want, I will send detailed
instructions on how to get to the Bricktown VFW.

K1200RS TEST REPORT

By: Jeff Bacon <bacon@twinight.org>

Yes folks, a real live first-hand ride report on the
K1200RS... and since it was such a generally good time, I'm
going to make you all suffer through the whole story to get the
ride review.

(ok, if you really don't care, skip down to ---RIDE
REVIEW--- though I've tried to keep the rest reasonably
entertaining and informational)

Actually, it almost didn't happen. I was out taking Darth for
a ride to warm up the oil for an oil change - normally I head
down the autobahn an exit or two, turn around and come back;
that plus the 4 km to get to/from the bahn is plenty enough.
Well, one of the exits is the one to Wardenburg. For some
reason I decided to turn around there... then decided to take the
side road through Wardenburg back home instead. Nice day, after
all, sun shining, nice breeze, all that. Somewhere along the line,
it occurred to me "Hey, it's March 1st. I remember someone
saying that the German K12 rollout was in March... nah, they'd
NEVER have it here on the 1st of March, especially up here in
the boonies...well hey, I'm nearby now, I'll just drop by and say
“Hey, it's March now, where's the K12?” and find out when it'll
actually get up here. So, I take a left and head over.

Twin's Inn isn't in Wardenburg proper, it's well out of town
and the road there goes past some nice farms and such, makes for
a nice diversionary trip in any case, though it took me forever to
find the damn place to begin with - I scoured Wardenburg, never
found it, then blundered across it weeks later while out randomly
riding around.

The shop sits at a crossroads, and so faces two roads, with
the main door facing the crossroads. I normally approach the
shop down one of the roads that the shop sits on, and park on the
sidewalk, so I don't ever see what's on the other side til I'm well
off the bike.

The shop seemed a little busier than normal (in other words,
there were actually a couple of customers there - it doesn't seem
to be the busiest shop in the world from what I've seen). There
were bikes parked outside, looked like demo models. Cool. Well
hey, nice day to have bikes outside.

My first tipoff however was when I walked to the main
door, which was plastered with this huge BMW poster saying
something I didn't understand but generally involved "it's time to
buy a BMW" or something. Turned my head, and lo and behold,
here's this blue K12 sitting on the other sidewalk - woops, so
much for Plan A of asking when the K12 is getting here! Hey,
this thing looks a hell of a lot better in blue than yellow...
*drool*

So, I go inside. Here's this red K12 sitting in the "main
show spot" (they had a F650 there before, guess it got displaced,
oh well). Hey, ya know, it looks a hell of a lot better in red than
yellow... *drool*

The Twin's Inn staff are out in full force. Hmmm. I chatted
a bit with some guy who was also there to look at the bike, and
just generally tried not to make too much of a fool of myself
while attempting to ask questions in broken German. "Haben Sie
bitte die..um...taschen dafuer hier?" "Ist die um... gesitz? jetzt
oben oder unten? Wie kann man das um... move.. oben or
unten?" Fortunately, some of them spoke at least some English,
and we both managed to get our points across. After a few
minutes, I look at the backdrop display (which actually looks
halfway decent), which is saying all sorts of things about "the
new K1200RS is here now!" and realize that today is the actual
official rollout day, this red bike sitting here has oil in it and has
been road-prepped, and these bikes are For Sale Now. Doh. (Hey,
I'm not known for being the quickest on the uptake. ) A little
asking produces the fact that the two bikes actually only got here
a day or two ago... but hey, someone at BMW made the effort to
get these two bikes here for the official rollout, to what seems to
me to be a relatively small, out-of-the-way, low-volume BMW
dealer in the far north of the country. Score one for BMW Sparte
Motorrad's German dealer support.

But of course there's only about so much one can talk about
- I've already drooled over it at the Oldenburg Motorcycle Show,
OTL has already run a zillion articles of facts and speculations,
and Dr. Curve has had his say...all that's left is to RIDE the
bloody thing. That is, if they ever even let anyone test-ride 'em
here... after all, this is the first day of the official rollout,
wouldn't they want the bikes to be here so people can look at
'em? And of course I've heard stories about how German dealers
aren't too free with test-rides... and worse of course I'm an
American, and don't even have my proper German "fuhrerschein"
(driver's license) yet... but you never know if you don't ask... and
if nothing else I can try waving my credit cards and offering to
buy it if I crash it...

(paraphrase broken German)
"So can I possibly take one for a test ride sometime?" "Sure,

that's what that one outside is for - Hey <someone>, is the K12
there?" "No, it's gone right now" "It'll be back in a little bit, you
can take it out when it comes back."

WHAT?? NO!! WAIT, um YES!!!!! (hey, it's not supposed
to be this easy!)

Suddenly it occurs to me that there were a couple bugs on
the windscreen of the one outside...



stretch/move their legs a lot though; shifting the feet to the rear
pegs doesn't seem like it's an option, or indeed, moving the legs
around much at all doesn't seem entirely practical - the bodywork
and high footpeg position combine to leave you with little
option but to put the legs where you're supposed to.

But for me... maybe it was just because it was new and cool
and I wanted to think it was comfortable, but I don't think so; it
just felt right somehow; a nice neutral position, with the legs
safely tucked up and in. Sporty perhaps, but it's still something
I'd be happy touring with, I think.

Really, that about sums up the whole bike. It just FEELS
right, somehow.

I don't know how it'd be on a racetrack, or against a
UJM900XX or whatever, and I can't say as I care.

Of course, no bike's perfect. Nits:
- The new switches work slightly differently; not only are

they "melted" (to keep with the "futuristic" look), they now
"click" slightly, presumably so you know they worked. Eh. The
older controls were second-nature; these don't seem to function
quite as well, in my opinion. Especially the turn-signal cancel;
more than once it didn't cancel, even though I felt a "click" - you
have to hit it pretty hard.

- The upper-body wind protection at speed (> 120 kph),
well, sucked rocks. It was impossible to ride at over about 160
kph; the wind kept shoving my helmet in my face, no matter
where I put my head. Protection for the rest of the body, though,
was pretty good. Having the knees tucked up and into the fairing
is pretty convenient too.

However, after I got back, one of the salesfolks pointed out
that the windscreen is adjustable. I looked, and lo and behold, I'd
had the windscreen down the whole time. Doh.

The salesman handed me the key back, but I had to take off,
and I have to head to the states for a couple weeks, so I can't try
it again for a bit. Hopefully the windscreen works better in the
'up' position, though it still seems kinda small for the task at
hand. Further, the stilts that hold it when it's in the 'up' position
don't seem too terribly robust. Given the history of the K wind
spoiler, one worries a bit about a (more-costly) repeat. More
later.

- The seating position is ok for me; might be rough for
some though.

As for the looks, well... I guess it's something that grows
on you. The yellow is kinda ugly, but... um, make mine blue; is
VISA OK?

CLASSIFIED ADS
(Ads will run for 2 months)

1989 K100LT, Blue, $5500; Givi Maxi Travel Trunk w/
mount for K-bike, $150; Reynolds trailer hitch for K-bike, $125;
Ultra Wheel Cargo Trailer (one wheel), $500; BMW brown
leather jacket by Stadler, Large, $150. Call Bill @
201.726.8321. (2nd month)

1993 K1100RS, red, immaculate condition, 10,600 miles,
$10k OBO; Multivario bag for 1993 K, $125; BMW battery
charger, $35; helmets, boots, gloves, leather pants, Widder vest,
Corbin seat, bike cover (too much to list). Call Bruce @
201.379.7346. (1st month)

1995 Ford F150, 23k miles, warranty to 8/01, metallic red
w/ matching cap, 5sp, bedliner, $14k OBO; Fieldsheer magnetic
tank bag used once, $60; Black leather jacket w/ zip-out lining,
$175. Call Jeff @ 908.651.1257 (1st month)

STREET STRATEGIES

You are riding a side street in the old part of town after a
brief rain shower. There are many parked cars that might
suddenly pull out of parking spaces, and intersections where cars
might turn in front of you. You scan the other vehicles for
movement, and increase following distance, because the brick
street surface is still wet. You know wet pavement has reduced
traction. Where the street curves to the left, you feel the front tire
wiggle, and you roll off the throttle. Your tires suddenly slide
out to the right, and the motorcycle starts to fall.

It is important to scrutinize the other vehicles around you to
avoid collisions, but you must also be observant of the street
surface to avoid spills. Brick paving may have excellent traction
when dry, but wet bricks are often treacherous. The clay particles
worn loose by traffic form a thin film of slippery mud when
mixed with water. Wet surfaces are slickest during a brief
shower, because there isn't enough water to wash away the
contaminants. You could have managed traction better by
reducing speed before leaning into the curve, by following a
straighter line through the curve, and by holding a steady throttle
once leaned over.
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