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BUON APPETITO!

Pops Penschow, Len Parkin, Chris Walters, Dennis Daunia, Ed Jankowsky, Joan Dodds, Sue Loria, Tony Loria and Tom Coradeschi
enjoy dinner at “La Mela” in Little Italy following Gooch’s Garlic Run

FROM THE EDITOR

It’s July, so 1997 is officially half gone. Tough to imagine,
isn’t it? My comments will be short-n-sweet this month, as we
don’t have room for any extended babbling here, as it is!

Riding season is in full swing now, with lots of events
coming our way: Covered Bridge ride, the Nova Scotia rolling
rally, a night “at the drags” and, of course, ICE CREAM runs!

Ride safe . . .

Tom Coradeschi

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - JULY 1997

Club Rides: The June ride was led by Karl Kretschmer. 14
bikes came out, in spite of threatening weather for a tour of the
upper Delaware Valley, with a lunch stop at the Chatterbox Cafe
in Narrowsburg NY.

July’s ride will be led by Dave Cushing and will be covered
bridge tour of Bucks County PA. The ride will depart Candy’s
Corner Restaurant (2 miles north of Touch of Class in Rt 57) at
9AM on the 20th. The ride will hit 12 covered bridges (1 in NJ)
and is about 145 miles - figure on 6 hrs including the lunch
stop!

Gooch’s Garlic Run was June 25th this year - delayed due to



weather. See the writeup elsewhere in this issue.
Plans are beginning to come into place for our annual

overnight ride this fall. The weekend of September 26th thru
28th in Lake George NY is the date. Mark your calendar now!

Dave Cushing has put together the schedule for our midweek
ice cream rides for this summer. See the listing elsewhere in this
issue.

The semi-annual Iron Butt Rally is being held this August.
The first checkpoint after the Chicago IL start will be just
outside Gorham ME on August 26th - about 6 hours from here.
The complete schedule is in this issue.

Island Raceway in Great Meadows has street-legal drag
racing on Friday night. Contact Max Monaco if you’d like to
bring your bike out on the 25th to “see what she’ll do!”

Secretary: No correspondence sent or received this month.
Treasury: Our current account balance, effective June 30th,

is $471.58. We have raised $170.50 for the Miracle Ride through
our 50:50 raffles so far this year.

Miracle Ride: Our $250 donation to support this year’s
Miracle Ride has been presented to CCFA. The club logo will be
featured on the Miracle Ride t-shirts, in the donation booklet,
etc. The Skylands BMW Riders will be the Host Club for the
Miracle Ride again this year.

Adopt-A-Highway: The second cleanup of the year was held
on June 9th. Participating were: Jeff & Tanya Roberts, Karl
Kretschmer, Dick Jagush, Drew Gibbon, Lukas Franck, Dave
Unangst. The next cleanup will be on August 16th.

Good and Welfare: Nobody sick, nobody hurt. Good report!
Nova Scotia Rolling Rally: There is one open slot for the

rolling rally, since Ken Lewis will be moving south. Contact
Doug Ochwat, Max Monaco or Skip Metz.

Club Gear: We have 2 “Skylands BMW Riders” license plate
frames left. Contact Tony Loria or Karl Kretschmer.

Social: Our club picnic is scheduled for July 26th. There is a
need for someone to head up this effort - please contact Doug
Ochwat or Max Monaco [Editor’s note: due to the minimum
number of people required at the picnic site (30), and the small
number of firm commitments, our picnic has been canceled]

TOUCH OF CLASS NEWS: Many of you know Steve
Chapkovich, a long-time employee at Touch of Class. Steve has
taken a big step and bought the dealership from Dave & Ellen
Cushing. We wish Steve the best of luck in his new venture, and
hope that the relationship between the club and the dealership
will continue to be as healthy has it has been for the past 5 1/2
years!

Meetings: The August club meeting will be on the 11th and
the September meeting on the 8th. Both are to be one week later
than usual - August due to the Rolling Rally, September due to
the Labor Day holiday.

“GOOCH’S GARLIC RUN”

By: Tom Coradeschi

It was hot. That’s the quick version of my review of this
year’s Garlic Run.

The slightly longer version? It was real hot. This year, for
the first time, the Garlic Run started at Rockaway mall, rather

than the two separate starting points at Sussex Vo-Tech and
Kosco H-D. I got there just after 4 PM, putting me within 50 or
so bikes of the "front of the line" (which is not "front of the
pack" mind you). Oh, it was hot. Fortunately, I had 2 bottles of
ice-cold seltzer water in the cooler in my right hand saddlebag.
The (did I mention that it was hot?) staging area was around the
office building on Mt Hope Rd, just opposite the supermarket at
the "outer mall." They started staging bikes up at the northern
end of the parking lot, and just wrapped them around the building
and onto the grass(!) field as things filled up. And they did.

Once I had signed my life away and dropped off some flyers
for the Miracle Ride at the registration table, my next task, and I
could see that this wouldn't be easy, was to find the other 9
people I had pre-register stickers for. Actually, this worked out
pretty well. I found them or they found me. A couple of folks,
despairing at the thought of trying to find me in the sea of
chrome, had registered at the site, but I was able to sell their
stickers without any problems, so nobody was left holding the
bag there.

In years past, we've been able to bring all the bikes together
so we can ride in as a group. This year, no way. I passed out the
maps showing the location of the restaurant we were planning to
end up at. (Next year, we meet off-site and ride in together!)

The run started nearly on time, with the first bikes rolling
out between 6:35 and 6:40. As I noted, I was fairly close to the
front of the pack, even with all the guys who muscled their way
to the front. Out on I-80, the road was pretty much closed.

A good move this year was to immediately have all the
bikes swing over into the left lane, so the transition to 280
would be seamless, and this worked pretty well. Lotsa folks on
the bridges, pulled off to the side of the road (eastbound and
westbound), watching, waving, etc.

The line was moving pretty well, with average speed being
somewhere around 40 MPH, I'd guess. There are some folks who
just don't know how to ride, or don't ride in a group, and you
could pick them out pretty easily. They'd either be riding next to
someone else or leaving HUUUUUUGE gaps between their bike
and the one ahead of it. I think of the latter as slalom cones
(vroom goes der K-bike). Some nitwit on a ZX-6 passed me
(riding outside the line of bikes) and then cut in front of me. I
blew him away at the Tonnelle Circle (the fact that you're a squid
with a sportbike and a loud pipe still doesn't mean that you can
ride worth a damn - something that Reg Pridemore’s CLASS
school taught me a long time ago!).

The Holland Tunnel was the usual eye-stinging deal. Oh,
and it was hot. One of the big faults most folks find with K-
bikes is their behavior in the heat and this was no exception -
going through the tunnel, the gas tank was really too hot to
touch and the cooling fan was running while I was riding (very
disconcerting).

I parked and made my way to our restaurant. Over the next
45 minutes, the rest of the group (those who actually made it to
the restaurant) showed up. Chris Monaco and his buddy Chris
were there next, but decided to head elsewhere to eat (c’mon,
Chris, I’m not that old, am I?). Eventually, the group in the
photo made it. According to several folks, the road captains had
been largely nonexistent for those mid-pack and further back.
They were essentially riding into the city, cars, trucks, etc, all
around them, with no escort (which begs the question: why -
aside supporting the charity - not just ride into the city, pay 3



bucks for the tunnel and have dinner in Little Italy on your
own?).

That being that, everyone who looked like they were going
to make it had arrived, so we sat down to eat. La Mela is a
family-style Italian restaurant. All you do is sit down, and they
start throwing platters of food at you! Bottles of wine, Pellegrino
and pitchers of water, too! I won't go into great detail about the
meal, just suffice it to say that when the waiter asked us if we
wanted dessert, we all looked at him kinda funny. The Skylands
BMW Riders: Eat to Ride, Ride to Eat!

Stuffed to the gills, we headed back to the bikes. I stopped
along the way to pick up a pastry for Nora (she's home with
Elizabeth and if I can't bring HER to Little Italy, I can at least
bring a bit of Little Italy home to her!) and then got suited up for
the ride home.

I hooked up with Dennis, Chris, Eddie & Joan and Tony &
Sue and we headed back into the tunnel. Now, you'd figure that
at 11:45 PM on a Wednesday night, the Holland Tunnel would
be wide open, right? Nope. A broken down (car, truck, I dunno)
meant that we sat. Engines off. For 5 minutes, maybe more. The
sweat dripping off your nose is real salty, did you know that?
Did I mention that it was hot?

Once out of the tunnel, it was a straight shot home, 1&9 to
the Skyway to 78 to 24 to 287 to 80 and in the garage at 1 AM.
Oh, it was still hot.

So, in a nutshell, Gooch's was Gooch's. More like the
Garlic Runs of the past than the 95 & 96 (rain) events -
exasperating, hot, noisy, but for a worthy cause and always
ending up to be a good time. I'm waiting for Gooch Monaco to
get back to me with the final numbers, but I can say that 950
bikes were pre-registered.

I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, WE ALL
SCREAM FOR ICE CREAM!!!

1997 ICE CREAM SOCIAL RIDES
Meet at the locations about 8:00 PM on the dates indicated.

These places all feature all kinds of ice cream specialties. 
July 23rd - TAYLOR'S. Located in Chester, NJ, just east of

the intersection of Routes 206 and 24. 
July 30th - DENVILLE DAIRY. Exit 38 off Route 80 and

get in the left lane to make the turn for the center of Denville.
Go one block and the Dairy is on the left in the middle of the
block. All home-made and very high butter fat content.

August 6th - UPSTREAM FARMS. Rt 57W to 22W over
toll bridge. Take Easton exit, go right at light and up hill and
over to Sullivan Trail and pass Laneco Plaza. 2.7 miles from
bridge. Turn LEFT onto Zucksville Rd. - just before Nazareth
National Bank. Go 1.2 miles to stop sign and turn RIGHT onto
Bushkill Rd. Go 0.6 miles and farm is on right. 

August 20th - SCOOPS. On Rt 22E near Westfield. Exit 41
of I-78, left at stop sign and right at next stop sign. Follow road
down long hill to Rt 22E. Turn onto 22 and Scoops is only 0.25
miles on right. 

September 3rd - HARTMAN'S II. Located in Belfast, PA,
NW of Easton and 8.7 miles from the Rt 22 toll bridge. Take the
Easton exit after bridge and at stoplight turn RIGHT & go up
and over hill onto Sullivan Trail through Forks Township past
airport through Stockertown to Belfast. Hartman's is on the right

and set back from the road a bit. 
September 17th - TAYLOR'S. See the July 23rd directions.

1997 IRON BUTT RALLY CHECKPOINTS

Monday, August 25, 1997 Riders depart at 11 AM,
Lisle/Naperville Hilton, Lisle, IL.

Tuesday, August 26, 1997: Riders due at 6 PM, Reynolds
Motorsports, U.S. 202, 4 miles west of Gorham, ME. Riders
depart 8 PM.

Thursday, August 28, 1997: Riders due in at 3 PM,
American Motorcycle Institute, Daytona Beach, FL. Riders
depart at 5 PM.

Sunday, August 31, 1997: Riders due in at 4 PM, Irv Seaver
Motorcycles, Orange, CA. Riders depart at 6 PM.

Tuesday, September 2, 1997 Riders due in at 5 PM, Owens
Cycles, Yakima, WA. Riders depart at 7 p.m.

Friday, September 5, 1997 Riders due in at 11 AM, Laurel
BMW, 430 E. Ogden Ave, Westmont, IL.

(Riders must arrive before 1 PM to be considered a finisher)

STREET STRATEGIES

KILLER CORNER
You are heading home from a weekend trip, exploring a

twisty backroad you haven’t ridden before. The pavement is
good, the weather sunny and the road curves through the trees
with a nice rhythm that encourages you to ride briskly. At the
faster pace, you know the risks increase, so you scrutinize the
road for wild deer or surface hazards and practice good cornering
techniques.

But after a half-hour of fun, you suddenly find yourself in
trouble, your tires howling toward the gravel shoulder, halfway
around a blind corner. Unlike the hundred other predictable
corners you’ve just ridden, this left-hander tightens up into a
decreasing radius and points back up a steep switchback. With
the bike arcing rapidly toward the gravel shoulder, you panic, roll
off the throttle and slam on the brakes. Both tires slide out, the
bike crashes on its side, and you slide off into the ditch in a
shower of gravel. You aren’t seriously injured, but your bike
will require expensive repairs.

You should have realized that most backroads have at least
one “killer” corner, perhaps with an unexpected sharp curve just
on the other side of a hill, or an off-camber slant, or a decreasing
radius. You were wise to look for wild animals and surface
hazards, but on an unfamiliar road, yo should also quickly adjust
your speed to your sight distance. Approaching a tight, blind
turn, yo should reduce speed to where you can stop safely within
the road space you can see.

If you are surprised by a situation where you realize you are
running too fast and too wide for the turn, the best tactic is to
maintain a steady throttle to maximize traction and ground
clearance, focus on where you want the bike to go, and push
harder on the low grip to lean over to the maximum limits of
your machine.

REPRINTED COURTESY MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS



CLASSIFIED ADS
(Ads will run for 2 months)

1975 R90S. Restored in 1992, Smoke Red by St. Louis
Motorrad, new seat/cowling, mufflers, switches, 21k miles;
Asking $6500. Call Tony Loria @ 908.735.4937. (2nd month)

Hein Gericke/First Gear Kilimanjaro Jacket and overpants.
Jacket Size XL(44), Pants 38-40. Waterproof. New $335./BO.
Call Max Monaco @ 908.852.9321. (2nd month)

1982 R65. 30k miles, Vetter fairing, Krauser bags, engine
guards, tank cover. From 1986 R80RT: stock seat, US light
switch & harness, stock windshield. All prices negotiable, trades
considered. Call Ivan Pelesch @ 201.539.7819. (2nd month)

1994 R1100RSL. 20k miles. Teal. Immaculate and loaded
with extras including Ohlins shocks F&R, Corbin seat, full set
of gages, fairing mounted mirrors. Call Doug Ochwat @
908.852.7772 eves, 908.850.9643 days. (2nd month)

Aeroscreen for R1100GS. Std height, smoke lower. New, in
the box, $300. Call Don Gordon @ 908.735.6276 eves,
908.735.5105 days. (1st month)

Next meeting August 11th,
1997

Touch of Class: 7:30

Meet for some pizza at Enzo’s
Pizza, Rt 57 , Washington

6 miles east of T.O.C., 1 mile west
of Rt 31.

Any time after 6:00

NOTE: DUE TO NOT BEING
ABLE TO PROVIDE A

MINIMUM OF 30 PEOPLE, OUR
PICNIC HAS BEEN CANCELED

Skylands BMW Riders
22 Highland Rd
Hackettstown NJ 07840


