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FROM THE EDITOR

It’s that time of year again. The seasons are changing and,
for some of us, the best riding of the year is just ahead (just ask
anyone who’s ridden a K-Bike on a 90+ degree day). I’m sure that
I’m not the only person who’s clicked his heated grips on “low”
for the ride to work in the morning in the past week or two.

Of course, the changing of the leaves means some beautiful
scenery for the riding days ahead, which gets mixed in with better
sight lines through some curves, since the trees don’t block your
view as much, yet the ever-present danger of slippery roads, due
to the leaves being on them. For this rider, at least, the positives
outweigh the negatives in that area.

And, of course, the fact that the weather is cooling off,
doesn’t have to mean that riding has to cool off. The type of gear
we can use today, with Gore-Tex and its clones, Thinsulate and
similar materials, along with the electrically heated gear
available, really means that our riding season is only limited by
our desire to ride (and how much snow is on the roads).

Along with the changing of the seasons comes a “changing
of the guard” within our club. As you’ll note, later in this issue,
our annual elections are just around the corner and nominations
for office have been opened. If you have an interest in serving
your club, or think you know a fellow member who is, now is
the time to give it a shot! No job is really that big, but every
job helps to make our future a continuation of the success we’ve
had for the past six years now!

Ride safe . . .

Tom Coradeschi

“HOW DID I GET THIS JOB, ANYHOW?”

Bill Jasinski - 1997 Ride Coordinator

It’s hard to pinpoint when the obsession began. I grew up in
a household where BMW stood for “Best Motorcycles in the

World.” Nothing else could compare. The problem was, where
does someone who is only four feet tall find a machine that he
can operate? I looked to the west.

1971 saw the production of my first motorized two-wheeler.
A little known Japanese company by the name of Gemini
produced a 50cc two stroke screamer with a four speed manual
gearbox appropriately titled the “SST.” It was on this little
machine that all of the fun began (or trouble, depending on your
point of view). Summer vacation was spent draining the lawn
mower and pilfering dad’s chain saw oil.

The next machine grew by a full 30cc’s and was produced by
Yamaha. On it, I discovered a small wild streak - one that my
mother would probably like to forget.

Everyone remembers their first encounter with law
enforcement. Mine occurred at age twelve: no license, no
registration, no insurance, speeding, evading and eluding.
Honest, Mom, it wasn’t me!

Living in New England provided a different approach to cold
weather riding. Sheetmetal screws in the tires. Lowered front and
rear suspension. Instant ice machine. Every dirt bike I ever
owned spent time on the ice or in the snow. This is still the best
way to learn about traction, or lack thereof. It’s also excellent
preparation for the Polar Bear riding season.

Next in the line-up was Yamaha’s IT175, followed by an
IT250 two years later. I rode both bikes every day of ownership,
rain or shine.

After four machines (and many evasions) I finally got my
license. I hit the streets on a ‘78 R100/7 and discovered a weird
sensation: TRACTION! After eight or so years of sliding my
bikes around corners, they would now lean around them. What a
gas! Many miles passed under that boxer. The older the bike
became, the more I worried about something breaking. Nothing
ever did, but I still worried. So, one day I test rode a K-bike. It
must have been a great ride, because that machine ended up in
my garage.

A walk through my garage today would show that the BMW
obsession is alive and well. My ‘95 K1100LT shares the floor
with an ‘87 R80. I find every excuse I can to ride and have
somehow ended up as your Ride Coordinator.



MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - AUGUST 1997

Club Rides: The August ride was to the benefit Poker Run
for Jose DeLa Cruz on August 24th. Attending were: Joe
Christie and family, Tom Coradeschi, Dave Cushing (and Ellen
with the trailer), Al Jagush, Dick Jagush, Bill Jasinski and Kerri,
Glenn Larson, Max Monaco, Doug Ochwat, Vic Ohoski and
Pops Penschow. See the note from the NJ Shore BMW Riders in
this issue.

Our annual overnight ride is set for the weekend of
September 26th thru 28th, in Lake George, NY. Ride
Coordinator, Bill Jasinski has arranged lodging at the Lake
Haven Motel for $55/night.

Secretary: No correspondence to report.
Treasury: Our current account balance, effective July 31st, is

$602.58. We have raised $257.00 for the Miracle Ride through
our 50:50 raffles since last November.

Membership: 2 more new members this month: Michael
LoGalbo, who rides a 1995 Ducati 900 SP and Brian Schofield
(an old member who re-upped), riding a 1996 R1100RTL.
Welcome!

Reminder: the only way membership applications are to be
distributed is AT MEETINGS. Also, all applications MUST BE
returned to the Membership Committee Chair (ie, the Vice-
President) ONLY. We’ve had some un-needed confusion due to
people not doing so recently, so let’s all keep this in mind!

Miracle Ride: If you haven’t yet gotten a donation pamphlet
in the mail, or need a couple of extras for some friends, please
contact Max Monaco (he’s got a box full of them) or pick ‘em
up at Touch of Class! Over the past 2 years, Skylands has raised
almost $5000 for the CCFA through this event. Let’s keep that
ball rolling! October 12th is the date. Don’t forget to send in the
pre-registration card which came with your pamphlet.

Any club members interested in being a Road Captain for
the ride from the staging area at Rockaway Mall or on standby to
be a Road Captain for the Miracle Ride proper, please contact
Tom Coradeschi or Max Monaco. Bikes with CB radios are
preferred.

Good and Welfare: No report. Everyone is healthy!
Congratulations are in order to Ed Jankowsky and his bride Joan
on their recent marriage, Karl Kretschmer and his bride Dora on
the 50th anniversary of their marriage and to Bill Jaskinski and
his bride-to-be Kerri on their upcoming marriage!

Social: Our annual dinner will be held on January 10th,
1998 at the Asbury Willows. Karl Kretschmer and Max Monaco
are working out the details - expect costs to be in the $25-$30
range. Full details, reservation forms and the like will be in the
October issue of The Skylander.

Elections: Nominations for election of our club officers were
opened by President Doug Ochwat. So far, the following are our
candidates for office, so far:

President: Max Monaco
Vice-President: Ed Jankowsky
Treasurer: Karl Kretschmer
Secretary: Drew Gibbon
Additional nominations will be accepted at the October

meeting, with the elections to be held at the November meeting.
Ballots will be in the October Skylander for those unable to
attend the November meeting.

Meetings: The October club meeting will be on the 6th.

BENEFIT FOR JOSE DELA CRUZ

Skylands BMW Riders - the NJ Shore BMW Riders
THANK YOU for your participation in the Jose Benefit Run!
The participation of all the NJ BMW clubs helped make the run
a great success, and we appreciate your participation, and the
loaning of Pops as our official PA system!

You'll be happy to know - the event has resulted in over
$3,500 donated to the Jose Accident Fund, which when matched
$$ for $$ will result in $7,000 of help to Jose. Jose has said he
will dedicate the money in this fund to his new leg.

Thanks again - and we hope you can participate in our first
rally attempt - we're planning on mid-May at the finest rally
location we've ever seen in NJ!

Don Eilenberger, Secretary, NJ Shore BMW Riders

SPY PHOTO TIME!

Germany’s Motorrad magazine has featured 2 new BMW
models, which we’ve reproduced here for your viewing pleasure.
The K1200LT is, of course, being openly discussed by Sparte
Motorrad, while the RXX00 ‘S’ (where XX is either of 11 or 12)
is a bit more hush-hush.

K1200LT

R1100/1200 ‘S’



STREET STRATEGIES

High Siding

YOU’VE TAKEN THE bike down to the store to pick up a
metric socket, and it's only five miles home on the superslab.
Saturday morning traffic is heavy, but moving along at a good
pace, and you're thinking about getting that repair job done.
Suddenly you realize a trailer ahead is swaying alarmingly in a
curve. The trailer is too much for the small car towing it, and the
driver loses control. Both car and trailer overturn in the center of
the freeway, and drivers behind it begin to scatter and brake. You
grab for the brakes to bring the bike to a quick stop.

You squeeze the front lever progressively with all four
fingers, and allow the weight to transfer forward before applying
maximum front brake, simultaneously standing on the rear brake
pedal. But the hard braking causes the rear end to get light, and in
the curve the rear end begins to slide out. It quickly slides so far
sideways that you panic and let up on the pedal. In a split
second, the rear tire grabs the pavement again, snaps the rear end
back toward center so violently the bike flips, and you are
catapulted off. The violent flip causes the bike to cartwheel, and
the damage is total.

Miraculously, you aren't run over, and your smart decision
to wear your good riding gear even on a short trip pays off.
Freeways are less hazardous than arterial streets, but freeway
accidents should never let your attention wander away from the
vehicles ahead of you when riding in dense traffic. Had you been
looking 12 seconds ahead, you might have spotted the weaving
trailer in time to move farther away. When the trailer overturned,
your decision to brake hard was good, and your technique to
brake progressively was correct. Your minor error of overbraking
on the rear should not have prevented you from stopping without
falling, even with the rear end sliding. But your reaction to let up
on the rear brake caused the violent "high side" that did the real
damage. To avoid high side flips, train yourself to be able to
brake to a maximum on both wheels just short of skidding either
tire.

Clever riders practice maximum effort stops on their bikes at
least once each year in a safe location.

REPRINTED COURTESY MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS

TECH TIP

If the valve cover or crankcase cover on your K-Bike is
weeping oil and you can’t figure out why, there are two areas to
check.

First, make sure the gasket and mating surfaces are
scrupulously clean before installing. Any oil on these surfaces
will provide a path for a slow, but messy leak.

Second, take a look at the rubber “washers” under the bolts
which hold those covers on. Time and heat take their toll on
them and they will lose their elasticity. A 2V K100 needs 22 of
them: 12 for the valve cover and 10 for the crankcase. A K75
would probably need 18.

CLASSIFIED ADS
(Ads will run for 2 months)

1985 K100RS. Red, 33k miles. Luftmeister exhaust, Works
Performance suspension, SS brake lines, hand polished engine
covers, new Metzelers. Meticulously maintained. Must sell!
$4,200. Call Michael Kimm @ 908.738.0154 (2nd month)

1977 R75/7. 24k miles. Windjammer fairing, Kraven bags,
new Continental Blitzes. Original condition. Call Russ DeVico
(friend of Michael Kimm) @ 908.458.7244 (2nd month)

1987 K100RS Motorsport Edition. 35k miles. K&N air
filter, Supertrapp exhaust, Works Performance springs & shock,
saddlebags, Corbin seat, SS brake lines, Run-n-Lites, many
extras. $4,800 OBO. Call Matt Fretague @ 908.273.2117
evenings (1st month)

CLUB BY-LAWS

A copy of our updated By-Laws and Constitution are
provided with this month’s Skylander. Please keep these on hand
for future reference.



Next meeting October 6th
Touch of Class: 7:30

Meet for some pizza at Enzo’s
Pizza, Rt 57, Washington

6 miles east of T.O.C., 1 mile west
of Rt 31.

Any time after 6:00

Miracle Ride: October 12th

Skylands BMW Riders
22 Highland Rd
Hackettstown NJ 07840


