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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to 1998! As you’ll see in this month’s newsletter,
there is a lot going on this year and I hope that each of you will
enjoy as much of it as you can! Our new officers have been hard
at work setting up events to keep us entertained through the
winter months - and given the weather we’ve had so far this year
(sure to change as soon as I type these words, no doubt), you can
always go for a ride, it seems.

For my part, I’ve got some good articles coming down the
line for you this year. Of course, we’ll have all the info you need
for the MOA and RA rallies, Gooch’s Garlic Run, the Miracle
Ride and all our regular club rides, but we’ll try to do more than
that.

For instance, you’ll get to read, a bit later this winter, about
the history of the Skylands BMW Riders. Sure, the club is only
six years old, but how many of us were there at the beginning? I
know I wasn’t! Tony Loria, who started the whole ball rolling
will tell us about this recollections of that time and what’s
happened since then.

Bob Wrublevski won his class in AHRMA this year. Expect
to read about that too!

Of course, these articles don’t write themselves. If you feel
that you’ve got an interesting story to tell (and your wife or
significant other is sick to death of hearing you retell it again and
again and again!), write it up and send it on to me. Remember:
“All the news that fits, we print!”

Ride safe!

Tom Coradeschi

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - JANUARY 1998

Club Rides (Bill Jasinski): Our December ride to the Polar
Bear Toy Run at The Cabin was a success (except for some
slimeball key-ing one of Doug Ochwat’s saddlebags). Attending
were Tom Coradeschi, Dave Cushing, Bob Kurzweil, John Loch,
Glenn Larson, Chris Monaco, Max Monaco, Doug Ochwat,
Pops Penschow and Jody Villa.

Membership (Karl Kretschmer): We have one new Associate
Member this month: Kerri Quick. Welcome, Kerri!

Secretary (Ivan Sobel): No report
Treasurer (Karl Kretschmer/Jody Villa): Our account balance

for the month ending December 1997 is $1589.40 (including
Annual Dinner monies). The total raised for the Miracle Ride in
1997 was $308.50. Following closeout of the books for the
Annual Dinner, Jody will assume the duties of treasurer.

Good & Welfare (Ellen Cushing): No report (nobody got
sick!)

Programs (Drew Gibbon/Don Gordon): A number of
activities in and out of club meetings have been scheduled: In
February we will have a “Fly-n-Ride” session hosted by Don
Gordon on Feb 15th, meeting at Sky Manor Airport. Contact
Don for more details.

Tech Sessions (Steve Chapkovich): Our first tech session
will be on Thursday January 22nd at Touch of Class. Please
contact Steve to let him know you’re coming so he can make
sure plenty of food is on hand. The second will be on February

19th.
Touch of Class News: There will be a bus trip to the NYC

motorcycle show again this year, leaving from Laneco Plaza on
Rt 22 at 9:30 AM on the 24th. Cost is $30/head for adults and
$25 for kids, this includes show admission. Contact Ellen
Cushing or Steve for more details.

Mileage (Dick Jagush/Skip Metz): The mileage contest for
1997 is closed. Dick has passed the mantle of responsibility over
to Skip who reports “I plan on doing it just like Dick did!”

National Rallies: Len Parkin is pulling together info for the
BMW RA Rally in Massachusetts this August (see info in this
issue) and Bob Moore is making plans for an extended tour of the
west to the BMW MOA Rally in Missoula, Montana.

The meeting ended with a tour of our club’s World Wide
Web site and a demonstration of the type of information which
can be accessed via the site. Any members with questions are
encouraged to contact our Webmaster, Tom Coradeschi.

Meetings (Max Monaco): The February club meeting will
be on the 2nd. The meeting schedule for the year is in this
month’s Skylander.

1997 MILEAGE CONTEST

Max Monaco.....................................22,750
Bob Wrublevski.................................22,500
Bill Jasinski .....................................21,936
Tony Loria.......................................17,790
Karl Kretschmer.................................16,145
Chuck DeSantis.................................16,145
Doug Ochwat...................................14,066
Joe Christie*.....................................14,000
Dave Unangst...................................11,716
Len Parkin.......................................11,304
Skip Metz...........................................9,106
Dave Cushing.....................................7,220
Tom Coradeschi...................................4,460
Frank Kildren .....................................4,245
Chris Monaco.....................................2,600
* Betty rode 9500 of those miles with Joe

Total Mileage Ridden:.........................195,923
Average Mileage:...............................13,061
“Average” Rider: .........................Joe Christie

ANNUAL DINNER!

By Tom Coradeschi aka “Elizabeth’s Dad”

Our annual dinner was held this past Saturday and, by all
accounts, was a total success (excepting not having Nora with
me, of course - I never knew what it was like to deal with
finding babysitters, not having them get sick and so forth).

Karl Kretschmer and Max Monaco are to be thanked for their
efforts in finding a site which, in this writer’s opinion, was the
best we’ve ever had, and for making sure everyone had a good
time.

Ed Jankowsky did a great job of pulling together our awards



again this year and keeping the formalities short and sweet!
Steve and Cindy Chapkovich surprised everyone by showing

up with an arm full of door prizes - thanks!
We had 55 club members and their guests attend, with

entertainment from the DJ and, ahem, a few of our club
members. How the folks at Pops Penschow’s table kept winning
all those door prizes is still a mystery to me!

If you weren’t there this year, I’d definitely make it a “must
do” event for next!

FROM THE PRESIDENT

As the new year starts I look back on the success of our club
over the past six years. The success and experience we have
gained becomes my stepping stone to hopefully achieving my
goals this year and continuing the momentum.. I am a believer
in “that if it ain’t broke - don’t fix it”. Last year we
accomplished many milestones. Not only did we exceed seventy
members, but we also had excellent attendance at our monthly
meetings. The incorporation of the club, the continuation of the
highway clean-up project, the Miracle Ride and the club trip to
Nova Scotia are all events that we should all be proud of. Of
course we can’t forget that we had three members get married last
year. The most important aspect of these events is that we had
FUN doing them!

My “pet project” for this year is to launch a program
segment of our meetings. Drew Gibbon and Don Gordon have
accepted the responsibility for this task. The objective of a
program is to provide the membership with a program of
interest. This program can be motorcycle related or a subject that
all can enjoy. As an example the program put on by Tom and
Jody was an introduction to Cyberspace and the Skylands BMW
Riders web site. February Don and Drew are going to tell us
about the special day they have planned for us February 15th.
Also there is a good chance that the BMW rep Roy Oliemuller
will be in attendance to discuss the happenings at BMW. March
we plan to have Ed Gilroy from Tucker Rocky to show us some
of the new motorcycle clothes and accessories. April we will
have Cory Jonson from Metzeler Tire at our meeting. He is an
expert on motorcycle tires and will be prepared to answer all the
questions we may have about motorcycle tires. I for one would
like to know why we pay over $150.00 and if we are lucky get
10K miles. 

Drew and Don have some other thoughts for programs but
they cannot do it without your input and/or participation. Please
give them your input as to what kind of programs you may want
or if you would like to do a program.

The above statement about needing your input and
participation applies to just about everything the club does. I
only have temporary stewardship of our club and the success and
achievements can only be accomplished by total member
involvement. If you’re not on a committee or project I suggest
you join one where you can make a difference. We have what
could be a very busy year ahead of us. The BMW sponsored
event at the Guggenheim Museum, the MOA rally in Missoula,
the RA rally in Massachusetts as well as the Miracle Ride,
hopefully, will be on your calendar.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my
congratulations to the members that were recognized at our

annual dinner last Saturday night. 
I look forward to another fun year with the Skylands BMW

Riders and I wish you all well in your travels.

Max

“I may have to accept the possibility that I never was as fast as I
used to be”

1998 CLUB COMMITTEES

Adopt-a-highway: Jeff Roberts, VACANT*
Good & Welfare: Ellen Cushing, Eddie Jankowsky
Membership/Retention:Karl Kretschmer, Eddie Jankowsky 
Publications: Tom Coradeschi:
Ride Coordinator Billy Jasinski, Matt Fretague
Programs: Drew Gibbon, Don Gordon
Social Events: John Loch, Karl Kretschmer
Miracle Ride: Tom Coradeschi, Max Monaco
Mileage and Awards: Skip Metz
Club Apparel: Michael Kimm
Archives: Sue & Tony Loria
Sgt. At Arms: Karen Cushing
RA Rally: Len Parkin, Drew Gibbon, Paul Gavin
MOA Rally: Bob Moore, Chuck DeSantis,

 Max Monaco
Guggenheim Museum:VACANT*
MSF Course: VACANT*
CLASS: VACANT*

*Note these vacancies. Help your club be a success in 1998 -
volunteer!

1998 MEETING DATES

January 5th June 29th (July)
February 2nd August 3rd
March 9th September 14th
April 6th October 5th
May 4th November 2nd
June 1st December 7th

BMW RA RALLY INFO

By Len Parkin

Where: Franklin County Fairgrounds, Greenfield,
Massachusetts, just off I-91, exit 26 - 30 miles north of
Springfield, Mass. (10 miles south of Vermont)

When: August 27 - 30, 1998 (Thursday - Sunday) (Do not
go to the fairgrounds before 8:00 Am August 27TH)

Registration info: BMW RA web site
<http://www.bmwra.org/> or the January 1998 issue of OTL.



Franklin County Chamber of Commerce (413) 773-5463,
Fax (413) 773-7008, e-mail <fccc@valinet.com>.

Motels - Spoke with all motels, indicated they book up for
August/September. The motels (with the exception of Motel 6
in South Deerfield) are right off I-91 within 1/2 mile of the
fairground. All said they are within walking distance of
restaurants. Prices are + tax.

Howard Johnson (413)774-2211: Restaurant/Bar/Outdoor
pool; 100 Rooms $89.00 single or double; 1/2 mile to
fairgrounds; restaurant- breakfast 6:00 AM. Heartsmart -
breakfast; Kosher - No; Vegetarian - limited, soup & salad bar,
Veggie lasagna sometimes.

Candlelight Resort Inn (413) 772-0101 (Area contact said
this is a step down from HoJo): No restaurant or outdoor pool;
walking distance to Friendly’s, McDonald’s, Turnbull’s; 60
rooms, 1 double bed $56, 2 double beds $64, 2 people per room,
$10 each additional person; under 12 years free.

Super 8 (413) 774-5578, (800)800-8000: No restaurant, no
pool, Fast food restaurants within walking distance; 60 Rooms;
Rate as of 12/11/97 for 12 rooms $45.79 (quote for that day);
Standard rate $54.88 2 people

South Deerfield, Motel 6 (10 min. on I-91, to the rally)
(413) 665-7161: (10 or more rooms book to a special number)
123 rooms; 1 person $45.95, 2 - $49.95 two double beds each
room; No restaurant/has pool/laundry room; Chandler diner
within walking distance, lunch and dinner only. Breakfast 1 mile
Jerry’s Place and a truck stop.

B&B’s in Greenfield, no contact made, info from Chamber
of Commerce:

The Brandt House (800) 235-3329: 7 Rooms, sounds very
upscale.

Hitchcock House (413) 774-7452: 5 Rooms, looks like a
standard B&B.

Spoke with three people from the Anonymous Book, in the
area. Indications are there are no places to avoid. It is a tourist
area and businesses that don’t treat the trade right don’t last.

STREET STRATEGIES

Falling For You

You’re trying to find a place to park at the breakfast
meeting. You want to look good, because the crowd of riders on
the sidewalk has turned to look at your motorcycle as you glide
by. The trouble is, all the parking spaces are full, and the lane
comes to an end. You’ll have to make a tight U-turn, and you
don’t want to embarrass yourself by paddle walking the bike
around like a novice.

You swing as wide as you can, and initiate a countersteer.
The bike feels top heavy, and you’re running out of room, so
you extend your foot to help prevent a fall, and squeeze the
clutch to slow down. But the bike suddenly begins to topple to
the inside, and you can’t stop it. It crashes over and you roll off.
There are only a few scratches on the paint, and you’ve got a
bruised elbow. But your self-esteem is mortally wounded.

You know that a motorcycle turns tighter the farther it is

leaned over, but to prevent a fall you’ve got to keep the engine
pulling through the turn. Rather than dragging your inside foot
on the ground, you should have shifted your weight onto the
inside footpeg and eased on the throttle. Squeezing the clutch is
what caused the accident.

The best way to avoid future embarrassment is to practice U-
turns on your own, preferably out of the sight of your friends.

REPRINTED COURTESY MOTORCYCLE CONSUMER NEWS

POLAR BEAR SCHEDULE 97-98

Jan 18 Millstone Pub, Clarksburg, NJ
Jan 25 Mignella’s Restaurant, Hopewell, NJ
Feb 1 Farcher’s Grove, Union, NJ
Feb 8 Al Marti’s Inn, Whiting, NJ.
Feb 15 Landslide Saloon, Pattenburg, NJ
Feb 22 Fuddruckers, Wayne, NJ
Mar 1 Mt. Lake Casino, Buttsville, NJ
Mar 8 The Cabin, Howell, NJ
Mar 15 Bahr’s Landing Seafood Restaurant, Highlands, NJ
Mar 22 Fort Dix Club
Mar 29 Cape May V.F.W., Cape May, NJ
Apr 18 Polar Bear Dinner, Knights of Columbus, Old Bridge

CLASSIFIED ADS
(Ads will run for 2 months)

Custom Sidestand for monoshock boxers: $35; Custom
Mustang double bucket seat w/ rain cover for monoshock boxers:
$225; US Light Switch (New): $35. Call Ed Jankowsky @
908.806.6940 (1st month)

GATEWAY Personal Computer model 486DX2-50, 50
MHz with 8 MB of ram, 225 MB hard disk, 3.5” & 5.25” floppy
disk. Includes 15” color monitor, 28800 baud modem, Windows
95 and Microsoft Office. Excellent condition. $395. Call Chris
Monaco @ 908-850-4048 (1st month)



SKYLANDS BMW RIDERS
1998 DUES RENEWAL FORM

Name: 

Full Members: _______ X $24/year/member = _________
Associate Members: _______ X $12/year/member = _________

Total Enclosed _________

Return to our treasurer, Jody Villa, PO Box 534, Oldwick, NJ 08858

------------------------------------------------[cut here]------------------------------------------------



1997 - A Look Back...



Next meeting 2/2/98
Touch of Class: 7:30

Meet for some pizza at Enzo’s
Pizza, Rt 57, Washington
6 miles east of T.O.C., 1 mile west
of Rt 31.
Any time after 6:00

COMING EVENTS!

Tech Session @ Touch of Class
Thursday 1/22/98
Call Steve at TOC for more info!

Bus Trip to NYC Bike Show
Saturday 1/24/98
Contact: Ellen Cushing

“Fly-n-Ride” at Sky Manor Airport
Sunday 2/15/98
Contact: Don Gordon

Skylands BMW Riders
22 Highland Rd
Hackettstown NJ 07840


